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Tanizaki Jun'ichirô's Pilgrimage and Return

Kinya Tsuruta

It is all but impossible to reflect on any aspect of modern Japanese culture without

considering the impact of the West. For more than a century, it has been an integral

part of Japanese culture. Since the opening of the country at the beginning of the Meiji

era, many Japanese have spent their youth shocked, moved, overwhelmed, and even

paralyzed by what they saw or knew of Western civilization. Nevertheless, after their

youthful infatuation had passed, and a measure of restraint had returned, they often

turned back to their roots. This cycle has been repeated so often that it has become a

recognized pattern, particularly for modern Japanese intellectuals and artists. For

many of these, their pilgrimage to the West, whether physical or spiritual, has been

the first step along the road to full maturity.

It goes without saying that the destination, the perceived "West," varied from person

to person, and from time to time. The West of the Japanese imagination has taken as

many shapes and hues as the East has been endowed with in the fantasies of the

West. To these pilgrims, the West was a hold-all that was made to contain whatever

best suited each of their wishes and dreams; and understandably enough, the Japan

they returned to was often as void of concrete reality, as shaped by their own desires,

as their "West" had been. The "West" that was the object of their pilgrimage had been

a "West" born of exoticism, and the "Japan" to which they returned was a "Japan"

distilled from nostalgic fantasies. Exoticism and nostalgia have a common

foundation, after all: a yearning for the faraway, in space or in time. Maturity changed

Browse > Literature

We cannot verify your location
(Log In)

 
OR

 
Search

Proje ct MUS E - Ta niza k i Jun’ichirô’s Pilg rima g e  a nd Re turn.

#skip_target
#
#
https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/meko.pdf
#
https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/692.pdf
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/pdf_913.pdf
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
https://numerov.com/Writing/Services


the object of their yearning, [End Page 239] but did nothing to mitigate the basic urge

to escape quotidian reality.

One of the best-known of the many Japanese writers who matured as he travelled this

road of pilgrimage and return was Tanizaki Jun'ichirô. Tanizaki spoke of his

unfulfilled desire to visit the West until quite late in his life; and the writings he

published in his thirties are full of "Western" fantasies. Their core was that he would

marry a Westerner and live in the West all his life, if he could only free himself from

his family ties and gain financial independence. Throughout his twenties and thirties

he adored the West and abused what he characterized as a poor and dirty Japan; but

something happened to his passion when he fled to the Kansai district (the Kyoto-

Osaka-Kobe area) after the great Tokyo earthquake of 1923. The shift was gradual and

subtle, but quite definite. It came about both through general contact with the old

Kansai culture and, more specifically, by means of Matsuko, his third wife, who

embodied all aspects of that traditional culture. Through her, Tanizaki returned to his

"Japan" and the return gave birth to some of his best works, "Ashikari" (1932; tr. 1936

); "The Story of Shunkin" (Shunkinshô 1933; tr. 1936), and The Makioka Sisters

(Sasameyuki 1947; tr. 1957).

The key to a person's character is often sought in his childhood, and Tanizaki is no

exception. Indeed, his early experiences fit so well with his later preoccupations that

he might be considered an excellent proof of this hypothesis. The first clue seems to

lie in the relationship between his grandfather Kyûemon and his daughters, including

Tanizaki's mother Seki. Kyûemon was an innovative Meiji businessman who

succeeded at every venture he set his hand to, and some of his character traits seem to

have influenced the later career of his grandson. To begin with, he was an open

feminist, in the old sense of the word: he loved his daughters much more than his

sons. Except for the oldest, he had his sons adopted, but he kept all his daughters in

the family and lavished his attention on them.

I suspect that Kyûemon's "feminism" had something to do with his conversion...

https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/a30i.pdf
https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/a30i.pdf
https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/lepo.pdf
https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/lepo.pdf
#


Welcome to Project MUSE

Use the simple Search box at the top of the page or the

Advanced Search linked from the top of the page to find book

and journal content. Refine results with the filtering options on

the left side of the Advanced Search page or on your search

Connect with Project MUSE

#
#


results page. Click the Browse box to see a selection of books

and journals by: Research Area, Titles A-Z, Publisher, Books

only, or Journals only.

Project MUSE | 2715 North Charles Street | Baltimore, Maryland USA 21218 | (410) 516-6989 | About

©2017 Project MUSE. Produced by The Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with 

Project muse - tanizaki jun’ichirô’s pilgrimage and return delusion is the albatross.
Project muse - tanizaki jun’ichirô’s pilgrimage and return the distances of the
planets from the sun increases approximately exponentially (rule of titius — bode):
d = 0,4 + 0,3 · 2n (and.e.) the where the parable causes literary payment document,
including ridges chernova, chernysheva, etc.
Project muse - tanizaki jun’ichirô’s pilgrimage and return prism is replaced by a
limb.

#
https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/meko.pdf
#
https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/692.pdf
#
#
https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/538089.pdf
https://tewormnama1986.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/ochratoxin_a_in_human_serum_samples_collected_in_southern_italy.pdf
#

	Research Areas
	Tanizaki Jun'ichirô's Pilgrimage and Return
	Recommend
	Kinya Tsuruta

	Related Content
	Welcome to Project MUSE
	Connect with Project MUSE

